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in his father's office of Pant Sachiv. Not to be outdone
in generosity, tho child's mutalile or agent declared for the
king and thus enabled Shalm without the loss of a single
man to recover the keys of Maharashtra. (1711.)

In spite of this success the revolt of the Maratha nobles
remained a serious menace. The next to leave the royal
service was Chandrasen Jadhav, the son of Dhanaji Jadhav.
His father's early adherence to Shahu had greatly furthered
the king's cause. But in June 1710" one of Dhanaji Jadhav's
many wounds reopened in his leg and after a prolonged
illness, the brave old soldier died at Wadgaon on the
banks of the Warna river. In the royal service but sub-
ordinate to Dhanaji was a Brahman officer named Balaji
Vishvanath Bhat. He was by caste a Chitpavan Brahman,
a caste of which the following curious legend is told. The
story runs that Parashu Rama, the Brahman incarnation of
the god Vishnu, to avengo the murder of his father
Jamadagni by the Kshatriya king Sahasrarjuna, cleared
the earth twenty-one times of the Kshatriya clans. There-
after ho was so reeking with blood that no other Brahmans
would eat with him. He therefore went to the summit of
the Sahyadris and stood gazing at the sea, which then
washed the foot of the mountains, and pondered where he
could find Brahmans who would dine with him. As he
looked, he saw floating on the surface of the water the
corpses of fourteen Mlenchas or barbarians. He dragged
them ashore, built a great pyre and burnt thorn to ashes.
Prom the ashes he created fourteen live Brahmans who
had no scruples about eating with their creator. The
meal over, the fourteen Brahmans begged Parashu Rama to
give them a land wherein they might live. The hero
drew the mighty bow given him by the god Shiva and
shot an arrow into the Arabian Sea. Ho then commanded
tho sea to go back within Its borders as far as the spot
where the arrow had fallen* The ocean did sop thus leav-

*Grant Duff gives iha date as 1709. But see Biyaaat, vol. II., p, 12. The
Hindu year was Shake 1632. (16324-78 =1710.)
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